
1983 Mercedes-benz 300DT  

Submodel:  | Engine Type:  L5 | Liters:  3.0
Fuel Delivery:  FI | Fuel:  DIESEL

Except 190D, 190E, 1974–76 230, 240D, 280, 280C, 1975–76 300D, 380SL, 380SLC, 450SL and 450SLC Models

Fig. 1: Shock absorber upper mounting components on all
models except 190D and 190E; 1974–76 230 and 240D,
280 and 280C; 1975–76 300D, 380SL, 380SLC, 450SL

and 450SLC models

Fig. 2: Shock absorber lower mounting components on all
models except 190D and 190E; 1974–76 230 and 240D,
280 and 280C; 1975–76 300D, 380SL, 380SLC, 450SL

and 450SLC models

1. Jack and support the front of the car. Support the lower control arm.
2. Loosen the nuts on the upper shock absorber mount. Remove the plate and ring.
3. Place the shock absorber vertical to the lower control arm and remove the lower mounting bolts.
4. Remove the shock absorber.
5. Installation is the reverse of removal. On Bilstein shocks, do not confuse the upper and lower plates.

1974–76 230, 240D, 280, 280C, 1975–75 300D, 380SL, 380SLC, 450SL and 450SLC Models

Fig. 3: Shock absorber upper mounting
components — 1974–76 230 and 240D, 280 and 280C;
1975–76 300D, 380SL, 380SLC, 450SL and 450SLC

models
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Fig. 4: Shock absorber lower mounting components — 1974
–76 230 and 240D, 280 and 280C; 1975–76 300D,

380SL, 380SLC, 450SL and 450SLC models

Fig. 5: To remove the front shock absorber, hold the tip of the
piston rod with pliers and loosen the hex nuts

Fig. 6: 1. Upper plate 2. Rubber ring Remove the upper
plate and the rubber ring

Fig. 7: Loosen the shock absorber's lower mounting bolts . . .

Fig. 8: . . . and remove the shock absorber from the vehicle
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1. For removal and installation of shock absorbers, it is best to jack up the front of the car until the weight is off of the wheels and support the car securely on jackstands.
2. When removing the shock absorbers, it is also wise to draw a simple diagram of the location of parts such as lock-rings, rubber stops, locknuts, and steel plates, since many

shock absorbers require their own peculiar installation of these parts.
3. Raise the hood and locate the upper shock absorber mount.
4. Support the lower control arm with a jack.
5. Unbolt the mount for the shock absorber at the top. On 450SL and 450SLC, remove the coolant expansion tank to allow access to the right front shock absorber.
6. Remove the nuts which secure the shock absorber to the lower control arm.
7. Push the shock absorber piston rod in, install the stirrup, and remove the shock absorber.
8. Remove the stirrup, since this must be installed on replacement shock absorbers.

NOTE: Most models use both Bilstein and F&S shock absorbers. On Bilstein shock absorbers, never re-use the upper or lower cups.
9. Installation is the reverse of removal. Always use new bushings when installing replacement shock absorbers.


